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EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION

Education and Training Foundation

hiips://set.et -foundation.co.uk/
I

Membership body dedicated to 

professionals working across further 

education, vocational teaching and 

training.

To find out more about SET: 

hiips://youtu.be/CGd_NXfw3Ko

The ETF have a wide range 

of further support for the sector 

such as Leadership & Governance, 

Apprenticeship Workforce Development, 

Safeguarding and Prevent. 

Whatever part of the 

Further Education and 

Training sector you work in, 

we can assist in your 

development and career 

progression.



A new professional standard

• The Professional Standards were updated in 2022 and a new 

standard has been introduced in the professional values and 

attributes domain of practice.  

• The reflects the importance of Education for Sustainable 

Development in our professional practice. 
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ETF Professional 

Standards

2. Promote and embed education for 

sustainable development (ESD) across 

learning and working practices.
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Core concepts of Education for 

Sustainable Development (ESD)
•
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hiips://sdgs.un.org/goals



Sustainable Development Goals

The sustainable development goals 

are interconnected to encompass a 

range of intertwined economic, 

socio-cultural and environmental 

issues.
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ACTIVITY:

Reflect on your work in the past 
fortnight.

Can you see a link between your 
curriculum and one (or more) of the 
goals?

Sustainable Development Goals

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION



ESD empowers learners to take informed 

decisions and responsible actions for 

environmental integrity, economic viability 

and a just society, for present and future 

generations, while respecting cultural 

diversity. It is about lifelong learning and is 

an integral part of quality education.

UNESCO, 2019
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Promoting and embedding 

ESD
•



Multiple learning opportunities

Campus

Community

Culture
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Curriculum



ACTIVITY: In pairs…

Considering the four areas, what 
activity is already taking place in your 
organisation? 

Are you aware of any specific 
projects or focuses? 

Whole organisational approaches
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Campus

Community

Culture Curriculum



A growing number of case studies
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It’s not just what you teach, but how you teach it

1. Make it relevant

2. Make it explicit

3. Solutions focus
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Examples of embedded sustainability in further education
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Examples of embedded sustainability in further education
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Mapping where you are and monitoring change
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The ETF has developed the ‘Map the Curriculum tool’ to support you to 

identify where ESD content is found in the curriculum.



Mapping where you are and 
monitoring change
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The tool will generate a mapping 

summary report as an A4 page. 
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ESD x ESOL project
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Green Week Toolkit
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Green Week Toolkit

• Lesson overviews

• Lesson plans

• Powerpoint slides

• Links to external resources

• Partner map
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Short course on local sustainability issues
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Short course on local sustainability issues

1.My local area

2.Local issues

3.Local information

4.Report a problem

5.Local priorities

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION
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How to use the resources

In most cases the resources have been designed 
for level 2 learners and many include stretch and 
extension exercises. 

To ‘adapt and adopt’ successfully it’s vital to 
consider: 
• Vocabulary load
• Vocabulary frequency 
• Sequencing 
• Interpretation and contextualisation
EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION
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Impact on learners

Knowledge and skills:

• Recognition and understanding global climate 

related issues and efforts to tackle them.

• Global issues and services available in the local 

area.

• Acquisition of new skills - showcasing talent, 

creativity and style through activities.

• Acquisition of new vocabulary and the ability to talk 

in greater depth about issues that are affecting their 

daily lives e.g. air pollution on the school run.

• Development of problem-solving skills.

Lifestyle changes:

• Some immediate lifestyle changes/ individual 

pledges (e.g. buying reusable water bottles). 

• Saving money and wasting less by using food waste 

apps.

Social action: 

• Learners are working with a local social enterprise 

on a community led market project to teaching about 

the issues with single use plastic and sharing ideas 

and tools to reduce waste and live more sustainably

• Willingness to listen and support learner’s children’s 

schools’ climate change events (trips, collecting 

rubbish, donating money or used plastic).

• Confidence building through meeting new people 

and working collaboratively with them, learner led 

workshops, presentations and posing questions to 

local Councillors.

• Taking collective social action on issues that concern 

them e.g. writing to local MP.

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION



ESD x ESOL resources

Could you use any of these in your work or at your organisation?

What are your next steps and/or action points?

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION

ACTIVITY: Individually…
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Support that’s available

Research and insights
• Workforce opinion

• Curriculum audit

• Case studies

Tools
• Map the curriculum

• Team prompts

• Teach sustainability qualifications

• Subject specialism guide

Articles and podcasts

Community of practice
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CPD
• Webinar library

• Online short course for educators, 

teachers and tutors

• Introduction to ESD for Governors 

online learning

• Leadership mentoring 

• *Leadership and Governance 

development

• *ITT support package

Bespoke support, training, sessions and 

consultancy
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Resources to help you
www.et-foundation.co.uk/ESD



ETFOUNDATION.CO.UK

Thank you
Any Questions?

charlotte.bonner@etfoundation.co.uk

07395 247765

LinkedIn.com/in/charlottebonner24

@E_T_Foundation #ESDinFE


